
The Hood Local History 
Center, Citizens Library

Offers:
Genealogy support
City directories 
Free access to ancestry.com

Other local resources for local Italian-American 
history and genealogy:

Washington County Historical Society, 
https://www.wchspa.org, 724-225-6740

The Italian American Program, 
Heinz History Center, 
www.heinzhistorycenter.org, 412-454-6000

Washington County Genealogy Association, 
724-745-7713

Carnegie Library of Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania Department, 
www.carnegielibrary.org/special-collections/
pennsylvania-department-collections/, 
412-622-3154,

Washington County Historical Society

Share your family history!
Are you a descendant of Italian immigrants who 
settled in the City of Washington?  The Italian 
Heritage Collection invites you to share your 
family history.

• Complete our questionnaire 
   (Feel free to add pages)

• Make an appointment to record your 
   oral history

• Scan your historic photos and documents 

Names, dates of birth and death, and hometowns 
of your Italian immigrant ancestors

When and where did they arrive in the U.S.? 

Where did they reside in Washington, PA?

 

What were their talents, skills and occupations?  
How did your Italian ancestors’ sacrifices and 
accomplishments influence you? 



 

The Italian Heritage Collection contains oral 
and written histories, publications, photos and 
other materials related to Italian Americans 
who settled in Washington, Pennsylvania, in the 
late 19th and early 20th century. 

Between 1880 and 1930, hundreds of Italian 
immigrants came to the city of Washington. 
They were part of the great wave of more than 
four million immigrants, mostly from southern 
Italy and Sicily, who left poor economic and 
political conditions to find opportunity in the 
United States. 

Most immigrants who came to the city of 
Washington hoped to find work in industries 
that produced glass, steel and other products. 
Many others—grocers, barbers and tailors, for 
example—provided essential services in their 
new community. 

During the peak immigration years, the city’s 
population increased from 4,292 in 1880 to 
24,545 in 1930 (an increase of nearly 600 
percent), Italian immigrant families comprised 
one of the largest ethnic groups in the city and 
left a lasting legacy in all aspects of civic life. 

The Italian Heritage Collection is a resource 
for information about Italian immigration to 
Washington, Pennsylvania, in the late 19th and 
early 20th century. 

The collection includes:

Oral histories 

Family histories and photos

Memoirs, including “Tylerdale…as I 
remember it!”(2010) 
By Floyd C. Marasco, and

“On the Virg: Stories of our Italian Family” 
(2016) by Virginia Proia Rea.

Program books from Washington County 
Italian Heritage Festivals, 1982-1988 

Academic papers, including “A Geographic 
Study of the Italian Community in 
Washington, PA: 1900 – 1970”  
by Anthony Walter Constanzo, and

“The Assimilation of Italian Immigrant 
and their Children Through a Variety of 
Educational Experiences in a Rural Area” 
by Sunda Cornetti

Funding for The Italian Heritage Collection 
was provided by:

The family of Bruno J. Calabro and 
Josephine Matullo Calabro

Primo Italiano Lodge #2800 

Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania 

Sons and Daughters of Italy 

Friends of Citizens Library and 

The Washington County Community 

Foundation

Contact us: 
The Italian Heritage Collection

Tina Calabro, volunteer project manager
Citizens Library
55 S. College St.
Washington, PA 15301
412-818-9169
tina.calabro@verizon.net
www.primoitaliano.org/relax


